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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 8, 15, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Vamparys (WO 01/15449 A1 ). 

Regarding claim 1, the claimed method for making a recommendation in a 
lifestyle recommendation machine, is met as follows: 

• The claimed step of generating a user profile based on explicit and/or 
implicit directions of a user is met by claim 1(c) [Page 21], which declares 
"means for collecting explicit and/or implicit information in program 
metadata from user interaction therewith". 

• The claimed step of making a recommendation for an item, service, and/or 
event based on the user profile is met by claimJ(g) [Page 21], which 
declares "means for transmitting a list of program recommendations for 
users to user terminals for display" 

• The claimed step of reporting the recommendation to the user through an 
agent is met by claim 4 [Page 22], which declares that "the means for 
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transmitting a list of program recommendations for users to user terminals 
are compromised in a user agent system" 
Regarding claim 2, the claimed recommendation being a recommendation of 
television programming is met by the discussion of a program being defined as a 
television program [Page 1, lines 5-7]. 

Regarding claim 8, the claimed lifestyle recommendation device is met as 
follows: 

• The claimed means for generating a user profile based on explicit and/or 
implicit directions of a user is met by claim 1(c) [Page 21], which declares 
"means for collecting explicit and/or implicit information in program 
metadata from user interaction therewith". 

• The claimed means for making a recommendation for an item, service, 
and/or event based on the user profile is met by claim 1 (g) [Page 21 ], 
which declares "means for transmitting a list of program recommendations 
for users to user terminals for display" 

• The claimed reporting means for reporting the recommendation to the 
user through an agent is met by claim 4 [Page 22], which declares that 
"the means for transmitting a list of program recommendations for users to 
user terminals are compromised in a user agent system" 

Regarding claim 15, the claimed program storage device readable by machine, 
tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to perform 
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method steps for making a recommendation in a lifestyle recommendation machine, is 
met as follows: 

• The claimed step of generating a user profile based on explicit and/or 
implicit directions of a user is met by claim 1 (c) [Page 21], which declares 
"means for collecting explicit and/or implicit information in program 
metadata from user interaction therewith". 

• The claimed step of making a recommendation for an item, service, and/or 
event based on the user profile is met by claim 1(g) [Page 21], which 
declares "means for transmitting a list of program recommendations for 
users to user terminals for display" 

• The claimed step of reporting the recommendation to the user through an 
agent is met by claim 4 [Page 22], which declares that "the means for 
transmitting a list of program recommendations for users to user terminals 
are compromised in a user agent system" 

Regarding claim 16, the claimed computer program product embodied in a 
computer-readable medium for making a recommendation in a lifestyle recommendation 
machine, is met as follows: 

• The claimed computer readable program code means for generating a 
user profile based on explicit and/or implicit directions of a user is met by 
claim 1(c) [Page 21], which declares "means for collecting explicit and/or 
implicit information in program metadata from user interaction therewith". 
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• The claimed computer readable program code means for making a 
recommendation for an item, service, and/or event based on the user 
profile is met by claim 1(g) [Page 21], which declares "means for 
transmitting a list of program recommendations for users to user terminals 
for display" 

• The claimed computer readable program code means for reporting the 
recommendation to the user through an agent is met by claim 4 [Page 22], 
which declares that "the means for transmitting a list of program 
recommendations for users to user terminals are compromised in a user 
agent system" 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 4-7, 9, and 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Vamparys (WO 01/15449 A1 ), cited by examiner, in view of Finseth 
(US 6,665,870), cited by examiner. 

Regarding claim 4, Vamparys teaches all of that which is discussed above with 
regards to claim 1 . Vamparys does not teach that the reporting step comprises 
displaying a video of the agent and playing accompanying audio, which announces the 
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recommendation. Finseth teaches an EPG that announces "Operator A's TV Picks" 
[Fig. 7]. Through the use of short text and still images or video and audio presentations 
128D, Operator A's TV Picks/Recommendations are presented to the user [col. 16, lines 
51-54]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to utilize the video of the agent and playing of accompanying audio in order to 
announce the recommendation, in order to make the recommendation more easily 
viewable and understandable by the user. 

Regarding claim 5, Vamparys teaches all of that which is discussed above with 
regards to claim 1 . Vamparys does not teach that the reporting step comprises a still 
image of the agent. Finseth teaches an EPG that announces "Operator A's TV Picks" 
[Fig. 7]. Through the use of short text and still images or video and audio presentations 
128D, Operator A's TV Picks/Recommendations are presented to the user [col. 16, lines 
51-54]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to show a still image of the agent and it's recommendations, in order to make 
the recommendation more easily viewable and understandable by the user. 

Regarding claim 6, Vamparys and Finseth teach all of that which is discussed 
above with regards to claim 5. Vamparys does not teach that the reporting step 
comprises displaying a textual message that announces the recommendation. Finseth 
teaches an EPG that announces "Operator A's TV Picks" [Fig. 7]. Through the use of 
short text and still images or video and audio presentations 128D, Operator A's TV 
Picks/Recommendations are presented to the user [col. 16, lines 51-54]. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to show a brief 
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textual description of the agent's recommendations, in order to make the 
recommendation more easily viewable and understandable by the user. 

Regarding claim 7, Vamparys and Finseth teach all of that which is discussed 
above with regards to claim 5. Vamparys does not teach that the reporting step 
comprises playing accompanying audio, which announces the recommendation. 
Finseth teaches an EPG that announces "Operator As TV Picks" [Fig. 7]. Through the 
use of short text and still images or video and audio presentations 128D, Operator As 
TV Picks/Recommendations are presented to the user [col. 16, lines 51-54]. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
present an audio description of the agent's recommendations, in order to make the 
recommendation more easily viewable and understandable by the user. 

Regarding claim 9, Vamparys teaches all of that which is discussed above with 
regards to claim 8. Vamparys does not teach that the lifestyle recommendation device 
can be a television programming storage device. Finseth discloses that the "device 
may include a storage device operatively coupled to the converter and which is adapted 
to record television content" [col. 2, lines 65-67]. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to include a storage device into the 
system, in order to make recording and later viewing easier and more accessible to the 
user. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Vamparys teaches all of that which is discussed above with 
regards to claim 8. Vamparys does not teach that the reporting means comprises 
displaying a video of the agent and playing accompanying audio, which announces the 
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recommendation. Finseth teaches an EPG that announces "Operator A's TV Picks" 
[Fig. 7]. Through the use of short text and still images or video and audio presentations 
128D, Operator A's TV Picks/Recommendations are presented to the user [col. 16, lines 
51-54]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to utilize the video of the agent and playing of accompanying audio in order to 
announce the recommendation, in order to make the recommendation more easily 
viewable and understandable by the user. 

Regarding claim 12, Vamparys teaches all of that which is discussed above with 
regards to claim 8. Vamparys does not teach that the reporting means comprises a still 
image of the agent. Finseth teaches an EPG that announces "Operator A's TV Picks" 
[Fig. 7]. Through the use of short text and still images or video and audio presentations 
128D, Operator A's TV Picks/Recommendations are presented to the user [col. 16, lines 
51 -54]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to show a still image of the agent and it's recommendations, in order to make 
the recommendation more easily viewable and understandable by the user. 

Regarding claim 13, Vamparys and Finseth teach all of that which is discussed 
above with regards to claim 12. Vamparys does not teach that the reporting means 
comprises means for displaying a textual message that announces the 
recommendation. Finseth teaches an EPG that announces "Operator A's TV Picks" 
[Fig. 7]. Through the use of short text and still images or video and audio presentations 
128D, Operator A's TV Picks/Recommendations are presented to the user [col. 16, lines 
51-54]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
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invention to show a brief textual description of the agent's recommendations, in order to 
make the recommendation more easily viewable and understandable by the user. 

Regarding claim 14, Vamparys and Finseth teach all of that which is discussed 
above with regards to claim 12. Vamparys does not teach that the reporting means 
comprises means for playing accompanying audio, which announces the 
recommendation. Finseth teaches an EPG that announces "Operator A's TV Picks" 
[Fig. 7]. Through the use of short text and still images or video and audio presentations 
128D, Operator A's TV Picks/Recommendations are presented to the user [col. 16, lines 
51 -54]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to present an audio description of the agent's recommendations, in order to 
make the recommendation more easily viewable and understandable by the user. 

5. Claims 3, 10, and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Vamparys (WO 01/15449 A1 ), cited by examiner, in view of Herz (US 
5,758,257), cited by applicant. 

Regarding claim 3, the Vamparys reference teaches all of that which is discussed 
above with regards to claim 1 . Vamparys does not teach that the agent is a celebrity. 
Herz discloses that the user could adopt the viewing preferences and profile of a 
celebrity and get recommendations about shows based on that celebrity profile [col. 48, 
line 55 - col. 49, line 6]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to use a celebrity as the agent, in order to appeal to people's 
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interest in celebrities and their ability to align themselves with celebrity-picked favorite 
television shows. 

Regarding claim 10, the Vamparys reference teaches all of that which is 
discussed above with regards to claim 8. Vamparys does not teach that the agent is a 
celebrity. Herz discloses that the user could adopt the viewing preferences and profile 
of a celebrity and get recommendations about shows based on that celebrity profile [col. 
48, line 55 - col. 49, line 6]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to use a celebrity as the agent, in order to appeal to 
people's interest in celebrities and their ability to align themselves with celebrity-picked 
favorite television shows. 

Regarding claim 17, the Vamparys reference teaches the steps of making a 
recommendation for an item, service, and/or event and reporting the recommendation to 
the user [Claims 1 and 4, pages 21-22]. The Vamparys reference does not disclose the 
step of substituting a user profile based on explicit and/or implicit directions of a user 
with a celebrity profile of a celebrity, nor does he disclose that the aforementioned step 
of making the recommendation is based on that celebrity profile. Herz discloses a 
celebrity profile that can be downloaded and used in place of the current user profile in 
order to recommend programming to the user according to the celebrity profile [col. 48, 
line 55 - col. 49, line 6]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to substitute the user profile with that of a celebrity, in order to 
appeal to people's interest in celebrity programming choices. 
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Regarding claim 18, the Vamparys and Herz references teach all of that which is 
discussed above with regards to claim 17. Vamparys does not teach that a celebrity 
profile can be downloaded and used instead of the user profile. Herz discloses that a 
celebrity profile can be downloaded from an external source and used to suggest 
programming [col. 48, line 55 - col. 49, line 6]. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to substitute the user profile with that 
of a celebrity profile downloaded from an external source, in order to appeal to people's 
interest in celebrity programming choices. 

Regarding claim 19, the Vamparys and Herz references teach all of that which is 
discussed above with regards to claim 17. The Vamparys reference further discloses 
reporting the recommendations to the user through an agent [Claim 4, Page 22], Claim 
4 declares that "the means for transmitting a list of program recommendations for users 
to user terminals are compromised in a user agent system". 

Regarding claim 20, the Vamparys and Herz references teach all of that which is 
discussed above with regards to claim 19. Vamparys does not teach that the agent is a 
celebrity. Herz discloses that the user could adopt the viewing preferences and profile 
of a celebrity and get recommendations about shows based on that celebrity profile [col. 
48, line 55 - col. 49, line 6]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to use a celebrity as the agent, in order to appeal to 
people's interest in celebrities and their ability to align themselves with celebrity-picked 
favorite television shows. 
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6. Claims 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Vamparys (WO 01/15449 A1 ), cited by examiner, in view of Herz (US 5,758,257), cited 
by applicant, in further view of Finseth (US 6,665,870), cited by examiner. 

Regarding claim 21 , Vamparys and Herz teach all of that which is discussed 
above with regards to claim 20. Neither Vamparys nor Herz teach that the reporting 
step comprises displaying a video of the celebrity and playing accompanying audio, 
which announces the recommendation. Finseth teaches an EPG that announces 
"Operator A's TV Picks" [Fig. 7]. Through the use of short text and still images or video 
and audio presentations 128D, Operator A's TV Picks/Recommendations are presented 
to the user [col. 16, lines 51-54]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to utilize the video of the agent (celebrity as taught by 
Herz) and playing of accompanying audio in order to announce the recommendation, in 
order to make the recommendation more easily viewable and understandable by the 
user. 

Regarding claim 22, Vamparys and Herz teach all of that which is discussed 
above with regards to claim 20. Neither Vamparys nor Herz teach that the reporting 
step comprises a still image of the agent. Finseth teaches an EPG that announces 
"Operator A's TV Picks" [Fig. 7]. Through the use of short text and still images or video 
and audio presentations 128D, Operator A's TV Picks/Recommendations are presented 
to the user [col. 16, lines 51-54]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to show a still image of the agent (celebrity as taught 
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by Herz) and it's recommendations, in order to make the recommendation more easily 
viewable and understandable by the user. 

Regarding claim 23, Vamparys, Herz, and Finseth teach all of that which is 
discussed above with regards to claim 22. Neither Vamparys nor Herz teach that the 
reporting step comprises displaying a textual message that announces the 
recommendation. Finseth teaches an EPG that announces "Operator A's TV Picks" 
[Fig. 7]. Through the use of short text and still images or video and audio presentations 
128D, Operator A's TV Picks/Recommendations are presented to the user [col. 16, lines 
51 -54]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to show a brief textual description of the agent's recommendations, in order to 
make the recommendation more easily viewable and understandable by the user. 

Regarding claim 24, Vamparys, Herz, and Finseth teach all of that which is 
discussed above with regards to claim 22. Neither Vamparys nor Herz teach that the 
reporting step comprises playing accompanying audio, which announces the 
recommendation. Finseth teaches an EPG that announces "Operator A's TV Picks" 
[Fig. 7]. Through the use of short text and still images or video and audio presentations 
128D, Operator A's TV Picks/Recommendations are presented to the user [col. 16, lines 
51-54]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to present an audio description of the agent's recommendations, in order to 
make the recommendation more easily viewable and understandable by the user. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Dureau (US 6,513,160) discloses a system for displaying an animated genie for 

interaction at the user terminal. 

Wittig et al (Intelligent Media Agents in Interactive Television Systems) discloses 
a system for narrowing viewable material through the use of iMA's (intelligent 
Media Agents). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael R Shannon whose telephone number is 703- 
305-6955. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5:00, alternate Friday's 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on 703-305-4795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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